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RACE
PREVIEW
Bouncing back at the beach

A last minute addition to the 2017-2018 calendar, the ABB FIA Formula E 
Championship returns to Punta del Este for the third time after a one-year hiatus.    

Often referred to as the Monaco of South America, the exotic seaside location will 
play host to the sixth round of the championship. Currently in second place in both 
the Drivers’ and the Teams’ Championship, Mahindra Racing are looking forward 
to getting back into the arena and shaking off the disappointment that was the 
Mexico City E-Prix. 

The 2.8km street-circuit is one that proves to be a bit of an unforgiving 
challenge for the drivers, who have to commit themselves a lot more on this 
track with it’s high-speed, high-risk layout, sun, and occasional waves of sand 
that get blown onto the track. 

Felix Rosenqivst visits Punta Del Este for the first time, and in true fashion, 
is relishing the thought of sinking his teeth in to a new venue, and one that 
is a pure street circuit, so that he can throw himself into the fray and 
reclaim his lead in the championship

Coming off two races that saw him not reach the finish line due to 
technical and on-track issues, Nick Heidfeld is charged up, and only 
looking forward to tackling the tricky track, calling on his experience, 
precision and ability to get around a track quickly. 

_

"According to me, Punta Del Este is a driver’s circuit and 
since we have two great drivers in Felix and Nick, I think 
it’ll be a good race for Mahindra Racing!"

_ 

DILBAGH GILL
Team Principal & CEO



FELIX ROSENQVIST

“Not much has changed for Punta in my approach even if we 
had the massive set back in Mexico. It was out of our hands, so 
it’s actually nothing to learn from, as we did a perfect job - and 
that's what I want to do in Punta as well: a weekend without 
mistakes, failures. The track looks awesome and my gut feeling 
says it will suit me well!”
_

FORMULA E: 17 races, 3 wins, 7 podiums, 5 poles, 3 fastest laps
BORN: 7 November 1991, Värnamo, Sweden
HEIGHT: 170cm
WEIGHT: 66kg

CAREER OVERVIEW:

2016–17 FIA Formula E (Mahindra Racing); 3rd Drivers' Championship
2016 Indy Lights, Blancpain GT Series Sprint Cup, DTM (test and reserve driver)
2015 FIA Formula 3 European Championship: Champion
2014–15 Macau Grand Prix: two-time winner
2011–14 FIA Formula 3 European Championship
2010 ATS Formula 3 Cup
2009 Formula Renault 2.0 Sweden / NEZ: Champion
2008 Formula Asia 2.0: Champion
2007 Asian Formula Renault: Rookie of the Year



NICK HEIDFELD

“I’m looking forward to going back to Punta as I missed the last 
race we had there due to my wrist injury two years ago. Even by 
Formula E standards, it’s a crazy circuit with all the chicanes. It is 
special to be literally next to the beach; which will obviously also 
make circuit conditions tricky at times.”

_

FORMULA E: 37 races, 8 podiums, 1 fastest lap
BORN: 10 May 1977, Mönchengladbach, Germany
HEIGHT: 167cm
WEIGHT: 62kg

CAREER OVERVIEW:

2016–17 FIA Formula E (Mahindra Racing); 7th Drivers' Championship
2015–16 FIA Formula E (Mahindra Racing), 24h Le Mans LMP1
2014–15 FIA Formula E (Venturi)
2014 World Endurance Racing LMP1, Endurance Trophy: Champion
2013 Petit Le Mans: 1st place
2012 24h Le Mans LMP1: 4th overall
2000–11 Formula 1: 13 podiums; 5th Drivers’ Championship (2007)
1999 FIA Formula 3000: Champion
1997 German Formula 3: Champion
1995 Formula Ford 1800: Champion
1994 Formula Ford 1600: Champion
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TECHNICAL
PREVIEW
Vinit Patel, Chief Engineer

We’re back in Punta Del Este for the third time after a one-year hiatus. Most of 
the teams love going there because there’s a little sun, sand and sea and it’s very 
picturesque. Probably about 40% of the grid have never been here before, and though 
drivers who have been here since season two might have a slight advantage, I expect 
that to evaporate rather quickly.

Coming from Mexico, we’re looking to get back on the pace and points scoring in 
Punta. We were happy with the pace of the car until lap 15 where we got hit by 
reliability issues on both Nick’s and Felix’s cars. Although the gap between the 
two races is very small, its been a little difficult, but I think we’ve got the solutions 
to both issues. 

Eight different teams scored points in Mexico and we’ll see more teams 
challenging for the big points. Audi have been resurgent as predicted, and 
Lucas will be back up there once he shakes off any penalties. The Jaguars 
both had strong points finishes in Mexico as did Antonio Felix Da Costa’s 
Andretti. Half a tenth could now mean the difference between first and 
fifth which is huge when it comes down to racing. 

Punta has always been a thermal strategy race and all the teams are 
aware of the challenges, and they need to make sure it doesn’t get too 
hot for the battery. Depending on the wind, there could also be a fresh 
layer of sand dusting the track before every sessions and we might 
see the later qualifying groups quicker than the earlier ones and 
that’s down to the luck of the draw. 

It’s one of the more challenging circuits on the calendar, 
reasonably bumpy, but not too bad. The drivers tend to struggle 
to get into a rhythm and compared to all the tracks so far, it is 
definitely one to watch out for in terms of taking high risks to 
get ahead in the race. On the Punta Del Este track, it’s always 
been a case of the higher the risk, the greater the reward, 
and fortune most definitely favours the bold. 

_
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TRACK
LAYOUT
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RACE DAY
SCHEDULE

FRIDAY 2 MARCH
_

09:00 Track walk
12:00 Driver media duties
15:00 SHAKEDOWN
16:45 Qualifying group lottery draw

SATURDAY 3 MARCH
_

08:00 Practice 1
10:00 EMOTION CLUB & Allianz E-Village opens
10:30 Practice 2
11:10 VIP Pit Walk
12:00 QUALIFYING
12:45 SUPER POLE
13:45 VIP Pit Walk
16:00–17:00 RACE
17:00–17:30 PODIUM CEREMONY*
18:00 EMOTION CLUB & Allianz E-Village close

NOTE: Schedule prepared in local time. Details correct at time of publication and subject to change.
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RACE
POSTER
Download here
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• Race drive power — 180kW (10kW more than Season 3).

• Regen peak power — 150kW.

• Race energy allowance — 28kWh.

• Magneti Marelli MGU & inverter — latest iteration of the motorsport 
supplier’s top line derivation of hardware, designed from the ground up to 
Mahindra packaging and performance requirements.

• Gearbox — Mahindra design and manufacture single ratio, with adjustable 
mechanical differential.

• Powertrain casing — Mahindra design and manufacture of carbon fibre & 
metallic casing.

• Rear suspension — Mahindra design and manufacture of steel & 
aluminium parts throughout.

• Motor & inverter cooling — Mahindra designed entire system, using 
carbon fibre, aluminium, and plastics.

• Car + driver weight — 880kg (regulation as season 3) with considerable 
ballast included.

The only significant change in Technical requirement relative to 
Season 4 is an increase in race power from 170kW to 180kW – 
therefore demanding more from all elements of the car across a 
similar season.

Going into the new season with confidence is an outcome of 
the continued partnership with Magneti Marelli (among other 
top-flight suppliers), and equally importantly, the internal 
bolstering of technical expertise resources, across all 
technical areas.

The M4Electro powertrain has been heavily revised in 
every key area relative to M3Electro and has undergone 
weight reductions in all major areas; most notably 
moving away from a multi-speed transmission.

_ 

M4ELECTRO
OVERVIEW



MEXICO CITY

R5
Mexico City E-Prix_
3 MAR ‘18
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CALENDAR

R1/R2
Hong Kong E-Prix_
2-3 DEC ‘17

HONG KONG

R9
Berlin E-Prix_

19 MAY ‘18

GERMANY

R10
Zurich E-Prix_

10 JUN ‘18

SWITZERLAND

R8
Paris E-Prix_

28 APR ‘18

FRANCE

R7
Rome E-Prix_

14 APR ‘18

ITALY

R3
Marrakesh E-Prix_
13 JAN ‘18

MOROCCO

CHILE

R4
Santiago E-Prix_
3 FEB ‘18

R11/R12
New York E-Prix_

14-15 JUL ‘18

USA

URUGUAY

R6
Punta Del Este E-Prix_

17 MAR ‘18
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AKSHAY DEODHAR 
PR & Marketing Manager

akshay.deodhar@mahindrafe.com
UK Mobile: +44 7957 638 839

To register for media distribution, please click here.
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